The molecule of the commercially available title compound, C 9 H 9 NO 2 S, has crystallographically imposed mirror symmetry, the mirror plane passing through the isocyanide group and the para-C atoms, the methyl C atom and the S atom of the methyl 4-tolyl sulfone moiety. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogenbond interactions link the molecules into chains running parallel to the b axis.
Related literature
The title compound is an isocyanide derivative of methyl 4-tolyl sulfone (Ye, 2007) , an important reaction intermediate obtained during the synthesis of mesotrione, a well known herbicide (Smith et al., 2008) .
Experimental
2.1. Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL, PARST (Nardelli, 1995) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 
S1. Comment
The title compound is an isocyanide derivative of the previously reported compound methyl 4-tolyl sulfone (Ye, 2007) , an important reaction intermediate obtained during the synthesis of mesotrione, a well known herbicide (Smith et al., 2008) . The compound was crystallized as part of our ongoing research project involving the study of the crystal structures and enzyme inhibition abilities of commercially available molecular libraries. The molecule has crystallographically imposed mirror symmetry, atoms C1, C4-C7, N1, S1 lying on the mirror plane (Fig. 1) . The least-square mean line through C6, N1 and C7 forms an angle of 79.4 (3)° with the normal to the plane of the benzene ring. The crystal structure is stabilized by C6-H6A···O1, and C6-H6B···O1 intermolecular hydrogen interactions that link the molecules to form chains running parallel to the b axis (Fig. 2) .
S2. Experimental
The title compound is a commercially available Sigma-Aldrich product. Colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained from slow evaporation of a methanol solution at room temperature.
S3. Refinement
Aromatic and methylene H atoms were positioned geometrically and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (C). The methyl H5A atom lying on a mirror plane was located in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically, with the C5-H5A bond length constrained to be 1.1 (1) Å.
Figure 1
The molecular structure of title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, z−1/2; (iii) x, −y+1/2, z−1; (iv) x, y, z−1; (v) −x+1/2, −y, z−1/2.
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